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Division 70:  Culture and the Arts, $116 318 000 - 
Ms Guise, Chairman. 

Ms McHale, Minister for Culture and the Arts. 

Ms A. Lucas, Director, ArtsWA. 

Mr E.J. Griffiths, Director, Policy and Planning. 

Mr A.D. Ferris, Acting Chief Financial Officer. 

Ms T. Chambers, Acting Chief Executive Officer, ScreenWest. 

Ms C. Forte, Acting Chief Executive Officer and State Librarian, Library and Information Service of Western 
Australia. 

Mr G. Dufour, Acting Director and Chief Curator, Art Gallery of Western Australia. 

Dr G.J. Morgan, Executor Director, Western Australian Museum. 

Mr R. Palmer, Acting Director, Operations and Contract Manager, Perth Theatre Trust. 

Mr C. Coggin, Director, State Records Office, Department of Culture and the Arts. 

Mr BOARD:  We on this side of the House congratulate all of those agencies involved in the arts portfolio for 
what they continue to do.  We recognise the importance of the arts and culture portfolio in the delivery of a range 
of things that are important to our community.  I refer to the grand total for division 70 for the year 2001-02 on 
page 1207, which indicates an increase, then in the forward estimates years it drops back again, takes a jump in 
the following year and then moves back again.  There does not seem to be a long-term growth factor.  I know, as 
the minister does, the enormous demands for capital works projects and upgrading within the arts portfolio - the 
massive demands for new theatres, and the importance of issues such as the asbestos in the Western Australian 
Museum.  However, while the minister has increased and supported some recurrent areas, there does not seem to 
be a commitment to any building projects or capital works, which has always been one of the major requirements 
in this area.  I admit that the former Government did not put enough money into capital works.  I cannot see in 
this budget or forward estimates any indication that this Government will continue with the massive spending 
that the former Government has put into capital works over the past couple of years, particularly for museums 
and so forth, to try to rectify the problem.  I would like the minister to explain what her plans are for major 
capital works in the arts portfolio. 

Ms McHALE:  I thank the member for finally getting to the question, because while I cannot give a statement, 
that was like a de facto statement.  My simple answer is that it is not difficult to carry on the coalition’s record, 
which was virtually one of not putting any money into capital works in the arts portfolio.  Unlike the previous 
debate we had about capital works and services, this area is in desperate need of investment in capital works.  
The coalition’s approach was to identify some of the needs, which I applaud, but its approach was not to put the 
dollars next to them, and that is an indictment of the member’s approach to the arts.  The member’s Government 
does not have a record of which he can be at all proud in relation to capital works for the arts.  As I said, there 
are pressing needs, and the member has identified them.  If the member is that interested in the figures and wants 
me to explain them in detail, I am happy to do that, but it may be more efficient if Mr Ferris explains the 
accounting behind these figures so the member will be clear about the situation. 

Mr FERRIS:  I refer the member to page 1226 of the Budget Statements.  The cost of the total capital works 
program over the four years goes from $17 million to $18 million to $21 million and drops down to $9 million in 
2004-05.  The figures on page 1207 are adjusted for the depreciation that comes back through the holding 
account arrangement introduced by the Treasury this financial year. 

Mr BOARD:  I have a supplementary question.  On pages 1224 and 1225, the capital works program is well laid 
out and the works that are in progress are there for all to see.  I take exception to the minister’s statement.  I am 
sure she will take pride in opening the $32 million Fremantle museum, the Geraldton museum and so forth - 

The CHAIRMAN:  Member, the question, please. 

Mr BOARD:  The point is that the new works commitment is $3.8 million out of the $62 million that was 
allocated by the previous Government.  This Government has allocated only $3.8 million for new works and the 
arts. 

Ms McHALE:  One of the major commitments that this Government will be making over its term is capital 
works for the new home for the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  An amount of $8 million has been 
allocated - $4 million in 2002-03 and $4 million in 2003-04.  That does not appear in the capital works program 
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because it is being treated as a grant rather than capital works.  The member needs to factor that into the analysis.  
I will indicate the pressure points in a very comprehensive way.  The problems with the Museum and the 
asbestos are immense, and this Government is facing what I believe is a hugely significant decision in dealing 
with the Museum and the capital works associated with the asbestos situation.  Although the asbestos is one of 
the critical issues, it is not the only need.  It is about ensuring that adequate exhibition space is available for the 
vision that Dr Morgan has, and which I endorse, for the Museum.  I am looking, at the moment, at a business 
plan for the Museum.  Members also know that, in five to six years, the Government will need to look at 
replacing the Playhouse.  No provision was made in the previous Government’s budget for that.  Pressure is 
being exerted by various local governments for new performing arts spaces.  It seems to be an emerging desire of 
local authorities to have performing arts centres.  The Government has committed $5 million for the Broome 
performing arts centre, and $1 million to assist the City of Bunbury in the development of its social history 
museum.  These are a few examples of capital works that will take place during the first term of this 
Government.  

[5.10 pm] 

Mr BOARD:  I am aware of those commitments, and I commend the minister on them.  However, I would think, 
in the overall priorities for the arts budget, that there were some very pressing issues that might have been 
addressed before those listed by the minister.  The Government has criticised the Opposition previously for a 
lack of forward estimates.  In an ever more difficult budget, in which the arts always seems to be at the end of 
the food chain, unless the minister gets some forward estimates, she may find it difficult to have a capital works 
budget to meet her requirements.  I am wondering how the minister will deal with those pressure points, because 
they will not go away.  

Ms McHALE:  I will deal with them in a way that will make them reality.  I will be putting submissions to 
Cabinet in a way that will bring about the realisation of real capital infrastructure and investment in the arts in 
Western Australia.  To put in context the way in which the Government has approached this budget, there is an 
enormous rebuilding of the arts to be done.  There is no way of escaping the criticism that arts organisations 
were under-funded by previous Administrations.  I have to rebuild the arts from a very low base.  The approach 
for this first year is to increase the core funding for arts agencies.  The budget shows that the Government has 
done that.  A major commitment has been made to the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, and I hope that that 
will be explored during this estimates committee.  My approach to the issue of WASO was to look at how I 
might deal with the pressing needs of the orchestra, but also position any state investment in a way that would 
enhance the arts more broadly.  My approach, if it is not undermined by agendas that do not go to the heart of the 
WASO home and the arts more broadly, will develop something that will be fantastic for the arts in Western 
Australia.  

Mr HYDE:  I refer to page 1209, under the heading “Decisions taken since State Election”.  The greatest of these 
is probably the 14 per cent increase in the arts budget, probably the greatest increase ever.  I remember the 
estimates last year, looking at the capital spending in the budget - not decisions taken as pre-election 
sweeteners - when the big ticket item from the coalition’s arts budget was an airconditioner for His Majesty’s 
Theatre.  The dot point I am referring to is regional touring, which is given at $250 000 per annum over four 
years.  How will that sum be allocated?  

Ms McHALE:  I thank the member for Perth for his question.  One of my key principles in allocating the 
increased funding made available by this Government to arts communities was to look at how to deliver more 
arts initiatives to regional Western Australia.  Investing in regional touring had, therefore, to be an imperative.  
The Government has allocated $1 million over four years, which will be allocated to Arts on the Move, to ensure 
that regional Western Australia - the country towns that many members on both sides of the House represent - 
will be able to enjoy greater access to the visual and performing arts.  Country Arts WA will receive an 
additional $125 000 for performing arts touring.  These additional touring funds will be used to support regional 
performing arts touring programs that are attractive to schools, young people in regional areas, and indigenous 
and other audiences.  The program will present the best of Australian contemporary works.  The Government 
will also be supporting the State Literature Officer with additional funding of $25 000 to work in concert with 
Country Arts WA to extend writers and literature touring.  I have endeavoured to ensure that various art forms 
are covered, so that different tastes are taken out to regional Western Australia.  That is not the only way the 
Government will be supporting regional touring.  The guidelines for the funding for the major organisations will 
ensure that those organisations are linked into elements of touring, so that the money that is being given to the 
major organisations benefits regional Western Australia.  

Mr HYDE:  Is that the only additional money available for regional touring?  In the estimates hearings yesterday 
I became aware of the regional investment fund.  I think that would be eligible as a source for arts touring.  
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There is also the contemporary music fund of $5 million over four years.  I do not know if any of that will be 
available for regional touring, or if there are any other sources.   

Ms McHALE:  I am happy to explore the  regional investment fund with the member for Perth.  I am not entirely 
sure, but that would be a good funding source, if that is what was said yesterday.  I wholeheartedly applaud that.  
The member for Perth is quite right; as part of the commitment to contemporary music I will be ensuring that 
communities in regional Western Australia benefit.  That will be particularly about entertainment for young 
people, and their creative development.  

Mr MARSHALL:  I refer to page 1212, under the heading major initiatives for 2001-02, where the Monet and 
Japan exhibition is mentioned.  Having visited that exhibition of works of Claude Monet, I have nothing but 
praise for the Art Gallery of Western Australia.  The presentation, the crowd control and the wisdom of bringing 
these popular paintings to Perth were all commendable.  What was the total attendance at the exhibition?  How 
do these numbers compare with attendances at previous exhibitions?  Was a profit shown?  Is it envisaged that 
similar world-class exhibitions will be brought to Perth?  

Ms McHALE:  The member for Dawesville is a man after my own heart.  I am happy to talk about the Monet 
exhibition for as long as the member likes.  Before I answer the member’s questions, I will put on record my 
appreciation, and hopefully the member for Dawesville’s as well, to the Art Gallery for the absolutely fantastic 
work its staff have done in managing the exhibition, and also the seven years of negotiations and manipulation, 
particularly by Alan Dodge and Gary Dufour, in securing that exhibition on behalf of the State of Western 
Australia.  The exhibition has enhanced the quality of life for many people.  In the region of 173 892 people 
visited the Monet and Japan exhibition.  The figures exceeded those for every other exhibition of the Western 
Australian Art Gallery.  I believe they also exceeded the figures for the National Gallery of Australia. 

[5.20 pm] 

Mr DUFOUR:  On a daily basis the attendance was higher than that of the National Gallery. 

Ms McHALE:  We needed 112 000 visitors in order to break even.  The member can see that that was exceeded 
in grand terms. 

Mr MARSHALL:  What about the future? 

Ms McHALE:  The future is good. 

Mr MARSHALL:  It took seven years to set up the exhibition, did it? 

Ms McHALE:  Yes, seven years of negotiations and travelling between one country and another, negotiating, 
outwitting and being very clever to secure those exhibits. 

Mr MARSHALL:  What is in the pipeline? 

Ms McHALE:  Next week the gallery is opening a Rodin exhibition, which will be another amazing exhibition. 

Mr DUFOUR:  The exhibition will open in Perth on 3 October, then go to the National Gallery in Canberra and 
then on to the McClelland Art Gallery in Victoria.  Following that it will go to the Singapore Art Museum.  The 
exhibition was developed totally on the initiative of the Western Australian Art Gallery.  We found the other 
three partners for the project. 

Ms McHALE:  The member will understand that it takes years to plan an exhibition of that nature.  The 
wonderful staff are planning some equally magnificent exhibitions, but I will not tell the member what they are 
at this stage. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Will the minister pass on our appreciation to the organisers and other people involved? 
Ms McHALE:  I will be happy to do that.  Members may have read that 300 Rodin pieces were destroyed in the 
attack on the World Trade Centre.  They were owned by Cantor Fitzgerald LP, the corporation that set up the 
foundation involved.  The corporation lost 1 000 staff as well as the 300 Rodin pieces.  I believe it is particularly 
poignant that we have the Rodin exhibition next week.  I encourage everybody to go to see it. 

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  The West Australian Symphony Orchestra project is not listed under capital works.  Will 
the minister give more information on that important project?  

Ms McHALE:  It is an important project, which is not without controversy.  As I said, we have allocated 
$8 million.  The figure does not appear in the capital works program but is contained within the grants category.  
The money is secured.  I have been negotiating with the City of Perth and WASO to examine in which location 
we should invest that money.  Earlier this week, as was reported in The West Australian, we brought the parties 
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together.  I have given in-principle support to a commitment from the City of Perth to invest $4 million along 
with our money into a site at what is currently car park No 1 near the foreshore, where we will build a new home 
for WASO with rehearsal rooms, recital space and other facilities.  In order for this to happen, I must secure 
funding from the federal Government.  Over a number of months I have been in contact with Hon Richard 
Alston on this subject.  If this can happen, it will position the arts in a great location and help to make the notion 
of a cultural precinct become a reality.  This will ultimately lead to the development of a performing arts space 
as part of an overall concept and vision. 

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  I congratulate the minister on her efforts. 

Ms McHALE:  I thank the member.  If there is any opportunity for bipartisan support on this, I ask members 
opposite to join with me in lobbying the federal Government to ensure that we make this a reality. 

Mr BOARD:  On page 1222 of the budget papers one of the major initiatives is a commitment to the Screen 
Industry Taskforce recommendations.  What is the minister’s commitment to the recommendations, given that 
one of the early announcements of the Government was not to proceed with the screen industry precinct, which 
was a major commitment?  The recurrent funding to ScreenWest looks like it is taking a beating.  What is the 
minister’s commitment to the two major recommendations? 

Ms McHALE:  The member said that the funding is taking a beating.  Page 1207 indicates that the funding to 
ScreenWest will increase from $1.5 million to $2.4 million.  The funding tails off towards 2004-05 because of 
the Granada initiative.  That five-year funding expires in 2003-04 but the funding for ScreenWest increases. 

Mr BOARD:  That is not a commitment to the recommendations, is it? 

Ms McHALE:  That was an explanation of the figures because the member said the funding was taking a 
beating, which is not borne out by the figures. 

Negotiations are currently taking place with the ABC to develop infrastructure for the Western Australian 
industry.  Those negotiations are ongoing and, therefore, I will be a little circumspect.  We are looking to having 
a partnership that would provide drama space for the Western Australian industry, which is very much part of the 
Screen Industry Taskforce’s recommendations.  If we finalise the negotiations with the ABC, we will be 
delivering a significant commitment to a recommendation of the Screen Industry Taskforce, which was to 
provide infrastructure. 

Mr BOARD:  I do not criticise the minister for the financial commitment but the Screen Industry Taskforce gave 
an opportunity for Western Australia to get involved, because of its information technology expertise, in this 
aspect of the brave new digital world.  It appears there will not be a commitment to a screen industry precinct 
that would create an opportunity for attracting national and international investment. 

Ms McHALE:  Was there a question?  Is the member asking what is our commitment to the film industry? 

Mr BOARD:  The previous Government made a commitment to ask the private sector to add substantial funds to 
government funds to develop a precinct.  I do not see in this budget any planning for or commitment to a screen 
industry precinct of the magnitude that would attract investment from the major players in Australia or 
internationally to produce in emerging technologies at least digital transmission or digital opportunities in 
Western Australia. 

Ms McHALE:  Again, I am frowning at the statement by the member because he said we are not proceeding with 
the screen industry precinct.  That is not true.  The previous Government’s notion of a precinct was conceptual.  
There are currently negotiations and discussions between ScreenWest and the Department of Industry and 
Technology for a new media village, which is possibly a similar concept but not the same heading.  It is not true 
to say that the Government has decided not to proceed with the precinct.  I make it clear that discussions are 
ongoing to consider the idea of a new media village.  The investment with the ABC - 

Mr BOARD:  Is the minister saying that it is funded through another budget? 

Ms McHALE:  I am saying that the Government is committed to supporting the film industry and the funding for 
that must come from different sources.  There is funding in the budgets of the Department of Industry and 
Technology and the Department of Culture and the Arts. 

One of the recommendations of the Screen Industry Taskforce was for a screen training advisory committee 
consisting of people involved in training in the universities and in the industry.  That committee is about to be 
established.  We are therefore delivering on the recommendations of the Screen Industry Taskforce.  It is true 
that to deliver the whole of the recommendations at once would cost about - 

Ms CHAMBERS:  It is $18.85 million for the investment and $12 million for the precinct over five years. 
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Ms McHALE:  We are progressing with these various initiatives to deliver in part, if not in whole, on those 
recommendations. 

Mr HYDE:  I have a supplementary question to my previous main question.  The task force announced the cost 
of about $18 million but not one cent of funding was to be provided by the previous Government.  Was there 
anything in the budget or the forward estimates for that? 

Ms McHALE:  No, the member for Perth is correct and that has been part of the difficulty. 

Mr WHITELY:  My question refers to page 1209.  Under the decisions made since the state election is an item 
on support to local libraries, which outlines $1 million of expenditure in the coming year.  How will this support 
be structured? 

Ms McHALE:  This is one of the most exciting areas and initiatives that the Government has made.  We have 
allocated $1 million in this budget out of $4 million in four years for support to libraries.  The funding will 
enable public libraries - of which there are about 238 in the State - to increase their stock of both hard copy 
books and electronic resources. 

One aspect of libraries that startled me when I came into government was the lack of electronic infrastructure to 
facilitate the process of ordering books.  The member might be aware that the process is that libraries identify the 
new books they want and contact the Library and Information Service of Western Australia.  They may say, for 
instance, that they want the latest Harry Potter book and LISWA orders the book.  The book might arrive fairly 
quickly but it staggered me when I was told that it might take up to six months before the book would appear on 
the shelves in Willetton library, Serpentine library, Broome library or wherever, because they use a manual 
system.  LISWA has established an electronic system of processing, and I give credit to Ms Forte and her staff 
for that.  The system will revolutionise the ordering, processing and distribution of work. 

There are therefore two major planks to our commitment to public libraries: the additional investment of 
$1 million each year for four years to increase the stock levels and, equally as exciting, the upgrade of the 
processing.  I will ask Ms Forte to elaborate on the program of the electronic infrastructure because it is 
important for members to understand what that will do. 

Ms FORTE:  The minister outlined what we consider to be a value-add on the Government’s commitment to the 
expenditure of $4 million over four years.  The electronic infrastructure project at LISWA will enable the books 
that we will purchase with the additional funding to be delivered to the libraries in a much more efficient 
manner.  Not only will we order more titles for local libraries but also we will deliver them in a quicker and more 
efficient manner to the libraries.  The project will commence this financial year, and efficiencies will be 
increased across each of those four years.  We will implement some of those efficiencies this year and the 
efficiencies and savings to be gained from that project will be realised by the end of four years. 

Ms McHALE:  That clearly had to be done, as Ms Forte said, to value add to the commitment because the 
libraries would not benefit from those new texts and works because they would not get them in time. 

Mr BOARD:  I ask a supplementary question.  I take nothing away from the initiatives of the Library Board of 
WA with the additional $1 million of funding - they are fine.  However, in reality, the funding is only keeping 
pace with the consumer price index.  The minister could hardly say that an additional $1 million a year is new 
money because it is basically a CPI increase over four years.  The minister can address that question if she 
wishes. 

I want to move on to other areas of funding in the budget.  There are two major areas of priority of the Western 
Australian Museum.  Large investments have been made in the museum’s expansion in recent years and I am 
interested in the commitment to the biosphere program for the museum and in the commitment to the - 

Mr HYDE:  I take a point of order.  This is supposed to be a supplementary question to the question on the 
$1 million worth of books to the library.  I cannot see how the museum and a biosphere is relevant to that.  We 
are waiting in line with some other questions.   

[5.40 pm] 

Mr BOARD:  I take the point. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Member for Murdoch, you will be given the call again soon.  Do you want to hold that 
question until then? 

Mr BOARD:  Can I ask a supplementary question?  Can the minister provide details of the real increases to the 
Library Board once the consumer price index is taken into account? 
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Ms McHALE:  The increase is in the order of 12 per cent, so with all respect, the member’s statement that it just 
covers CPI is absolute nonsense.   

Mr BOARD:  Where did the minister get the figure of 12 per cent? 

Ms McHALE:  It is the difference between the current level of funding and what will be provided in the future.  
It represents about 34 000 new acquisitions each year.  It is $1 million more than the $8 million currently spent 
on purchasing books. 

Mr BOARD:  I refer to page 1207 of the Budget Statements and the output appropriation by service agency.  I 
assume they are the figures to which the minister is referring.   

Ms McHALE:  That figure covers not just the books; it covers everything.  It is $34 million. 

Mr BOARD:  I know.  That is what I am saying.  If you are to make a specific allocation in that area, where do 
the resources currently delivered by the library come from?  The reality is that the overall funding will rise by 
only $1 million.  The outgoing years hardly keep pace with CPI. 

Mr HYDE:  You said that $1 million worth of books was keeping pace with CPI.  It is clearly not. 

Mr BOARD:  No, the allocation to the library will obviously mean that funding is cut in other areas. 

Mr HYDE:  No. 

Mr BOARD:  Have a look at the budget. 

Mr HYDE:  It is a question of efficiencies. 

Ms McHALE:  I refer the member to page 1224 of the Budget Statements.  The $1 million allocation is not listed 
on page 1207, but under the capital works program. 

Mr BOARD:  Capital works? 

Ms McHALE:  They apparently capitalise the books. 

Mr HYDE:  They claim depreciation on tax capital. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Is the minister referring to the book purchase program under the library in the works in 
progress table? 

Ms McHALE:  Yes. 

Mr HYDE:  It is huge. 

Mr BOARD:  If it is a work in progress, was it an allocation of the previous Government? 

Ms McHALE:  I have been advised that Treasury is disputing the figures in that table.  We believe there is an 
error in those figures.  I need to check those figures.  I will provide that to the member by way of supplementary 
information, because the current figures appear to be incorrect.   

Mr BOARD:  I would appreciate that. 

Ms McHALE:  I am advised that the figure for 2001-02 is $8.7 million, which is shown, but the figures for the 
previous years do not appear to be correct.  I will clarify that by way of supplementary information. 

Mr HYDE:  I refer the minister to pages 1207 and 1224 of the Budget Statements.  Can the minister point me to 
the provision in the budget of funding for the Broome cultural centre?  When I was involved in theatre in the 
north west, we pushed hard for that project.  We were obviously delighted when the Labor Party announced that 
it would provide $5 million for the Broome performing arts and cultural centre. 

Ms McHALE:  The additional funding for the performing arts in Broome is contained in the capital works 
figures on page 1226 of the Budget Statements.  It is not itemised as a separate line; it is in the collective figure. 

Mr HYDE:  Excellent.  Thank you. 

Mr BOARD:  Will the minister provide, by way of supplementary information, the allocation for each project in 
the capital works program so that we can see where the funding is going, especially in relation to the 
commitments and election promises that were made?  It is not clear. 

Ms McHALE:  I am happy to provide that by way of supplementary information. 

Mr BOARD:  Thank you.  I refer the minister to the major funding allocations in the budget on page 1207 of the 
Budget Statements.  Has the minister made a commitment in the 2001-02 allocations to explore a flexible 
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performing arts theatre in the new convention centre?  Will that be examined through the arts portfolio or 
another portfolio, or is it no longer on the agenda? 

Ms McHALE:  That project is being managed by the Department of Housing and Works.  It used to be within 
the commerce and trade portfolio.  Funding for the management of the convention centre will be provided 
through the Department of Housing and Works.  If a flexible performing space was in the plans for the 
convention centre when the coalition was in government, it will still be there. 

Mr HYDE:  I ask a supplementary question on that point: is it not correct that the original tender for the 
convention centre contained a performing arts space but that the previous Cabinet deleted it from the Multiplex 
tender, so it is now a barn? 

Ms McHALE:  Part of the difficulty was that the plans for the convention centre were shrouded in secrecy and it 
was difficult to know what was in the original specifications.  As the member for Perth knows, there was a 
strong push for the former Government to ensure that a dedicated and well-designed performing space was 
included within the convention centre.  My understanding is that it was completely watered down.  It is not 
entirely clear whether it was in the ultimate specifications.  The difficulty now is that we lost an opportunity to 
address that pressure point in capital works, by not ensuring that a dedicated space was provided in the 
convention centre.  We now have the suggestion of a flexible space.  I will make sure that the member 
understands my answer.  If it was in the plans prior to the change of government, nothing has changed, but we do 
not have the convention centre stage, so those plans are emerging.   

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  I refer the minister to page 1225 of the Budget Statements.  My question relates to the 
Bunbury social history museum.  When is the museum expected to be operational?  Is this in addition to a 
commitment by the local council? 

[5.50 pm] 

Ms McHALE:  Our commitment was to provide $1 million to assist the City of Bunbury to develop that 
museum.  Clearly, $1 million will not buy a museum.  It was never our intention to provide all the funding.  The 
money we are providing will go a long way to ensuring the commencement of preparatory works.  The City of 
Bunbury is keen to get a museum.  A workshop involving all the parties will be held in a couple of weeks.  
ArtsWA is facilitating that workshop to bring together the museum proponents, the City of Bunbury, the players 
in Bunbury and others who need to be involved in making it a reality.  The expected time frame is about 2004.  

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  Has a site been identified?  

Ms McHALE:  A number of sites have been identified.   

Dr MORGAN:  The current plan is for a site immediately adjacent to the Bunbury Regional Art Galleries, which 
is a large, fairly level car park that would be suitable in many respects.  The workshop and ongoing planning will 
confirm whether it is a suitable site.  It is one of the issues that will be explored.  It makes sense to explore the 
natural synergies between the existing regional art gallery and an extension for a museum.  

Mr HYDE:  Page 1209 shows that one of the decisions since the state election has been to provide assistance to 
major performing arts companies.  This amounts to around $4 million over four years; that is, $1 million a year 
from this financial year.  When will these funds be available to our Major Organisation Board companies?  

Ms McHALE:  I am close to finalising a range of options that will address some of the individual needs of the 
four major companies.  We have invited the companies to submit proposals for that additional investment.  It is 
not seen as merely an addition to their core funding.  Through Allanah Lucas, we have been discussing with the 
four companies how they might be able to enhance things like touring and recognising special events, such as the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Western Australian Ballet.  The Western Australian Ballet will be 50 years old next 
year, and we want to recognise that in a major way.  We have agreed to provide stabilisation funds to the 
Western Australian Symphony Orchestra.  Unfortunately, that is not being provided through the additional 
funding resulting from the Nugent review.  One way we are dealing with our commitment to WASO is by 
looking at how we can use this funding to stabilise it.  WASO is facing cash flow problems for a range of 
reasons, including its corporatisation two years ago.  The funds are provided from this year, as indicated in the 
budget papers, but their availability to the companies will depend on the proposals and the projects they submit.  
We are trying to encourage the companies to look creatively at how they might enhance touring and provide 
special programs.  Again, one of the priorities is youth and education, and the companies must demonstrate how 
they will be involved in and enhance the education of our young people.  I am trying to link the money to 
specific priorities of this Government.  
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Mr HYDE:  Is this funding an extra $4 million on top of the $4 million Nugent inquiry commitment?  I was at 
the Cultural Ministers Council meeting when the former minister committed to that.  Is it true that we have not 
ditched that commitment and that this is an extra $4 million?  

Ms McHALE:  The member is right.  It is an extra $4 million on top of the increase the companies will receive 
as a result of their status under Nugent.  

Mr BOARD:  One of the major initiatives of 2001-02 on page 1223 lists venue management, although I am 
referring to theatres generally.  Do the budget papers contain a commitment to upgrade any theatres in this 
financial year, and is there any planning for the upgrading of theatres in subsequent years?  

Ms McHALE:  Part of my plan for WASO is the upgrade of the Perth Concert Hall, which would be significant.  
The cost is estimated to be in the region of $15 million, because the venue has not been maintained on an 
ongoing basis.  That cost is not for another building, but to deal with fundamental maintenance problems.  About 
$600 000 has been allocated for the upgrade of the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts to provide access for 
people for disabilities and other improvements.  That upgrade will include the provision of a lift.  The general 
maintenance fund for all buildings has been increased.  We have provided about $1.5 million for general 
maintenance across all the buildings.  

Mr BOARD:  The government members have graciously given me the opportunity to ask another question as we 
are running out of time.  I apologise to the advisers that we have not had enough time to explore some of the 
important areas within the budget.  I will do that by way of questions on notice.  The State Records Office is 
mentioned in the budget a number of times.  Is it your intention to expand the State Records Office and to 
maintain it within the arts portfolio?  There are issues relating to state records generally.  What are the longer 
term plans for state records? 

The CHAIRMAN:  Member, can you direct us to the budget reference? 

Mr BOARD:  The State Records Office is mentioned in the budget, but I cannot find the page.  I read it this 
morning.  It is under major initiatives for the new year. 

Ms McHALE:  I am removing the State Records Office from the Library and Information Service of Western 
Australia, and placing it within the Department of Culture and the Arts.  I made that decision after listening to 
various experts in the field of public records management.  Although the plan is no reflection on LISWA, their 
responsibilities are somewhat different.  Transferring the responsibility to the department will strengthen the role 
of public records.  That is a very positive move.  The office will not only retain its existing budget but also 
receive an additional $140 000.  

The CHAIRMAN:  For the record, the reference is page 1215. 

Committee adjourned at 6.00 pm  

__________ 
 


